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Subsonic X Series
Home Theatre Speaker System

ne af the things
that makes
Subsonic’s
spcaker a hil
different from the
resd & ks
l"nlg.lmmphi.:
range. We first looked a pair back in
ANVL-106, an impressive pair of
Moorstanders made system g room-
frigndly, thanks 1o three swilches, The
!.;I.HTlFIill'l:f'r\ Polymaorplhic lechnology
allivas the wser (0 tmlor and ine fune
performance with switchable impedance
andd different room swe and acousi
seitimge. Well, = well as the PM senies,
Subsonic produces another range of
speaker desipna, it's more comentional

Statistics
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Dimenslons

795 x 185 x Z85mm (XMI)
‘Weaizlai

16kg aach [XMI)

Price

£1,897 ([complele sysism)
Disinbutor:

Lochsonbe Ply Lid

PO Box 52

Coniston, NSW I500
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mi) affonrdable X Series, o fow of which
we have gathered here o put 1o the
[{= 1]

The X Sertes s Subsonic™s answer 16
the incrensing numbser of affordable
bmdspeaker packages out there
d-l,':.ig;n-;'d.i for both music and movics
subsonic belicves they reprosont the
besi quality and value for money
hrudq&eal.:'r!. mvatlnble m Australia
toillay = a bald cladm, bt matural enough
when you're enthusinstic shout your
Flrl.h.‘ll,.ll,.‘tl_ as Subsonic obvioushy B

There's a lew models m the range,
and puiting a suitable system together,
Subsonic sent us a pair of XM3
floorstanders, X021 centre and a patr ol
XR2 rear surmounds. There are three
notive X Senes subwoolem, altbough
one wasn [ supplicd lor the purpose of
this review. Sarting at the fromi, the
A0 are the smallesy and st
affordable of three floorstamders in the
range and were designed to have a aght
and musical feel, poconding 10 the
manufacturer. The XM incorporalc
twor T Hbim bass'mid drvers and they're
the same wmits 35 used in the company’s
flagship PN model. Siuated abine
these is & single 8 2mm soft dome
tweeter equipped with an aluminium
vorbee gl

Subsonic’s Hiernure makes several
references o Uhe construciion quality of
s X Serics and there's been a lot ol
thought and effiort in this regand. The
XM2s cabinets ane made from 18mm
MDF and 360F inferiock bracing i wed
that mms right around the msele ol the
cabinel. The frant baflle is painted to a

Auidio & Video Lifestyies Maganing
T |

Five speakers;
one purpose.
To offer the
best quality
and value in
Australia

By Nic Tatham



very high standard and the finkh on the
tiack or Mahogany veneerm is also very
impressve, The cabineél m a boss reflex
destgn, with o rear-finng pon and
ilemally Subsonic hos fitted the
spealiers with exiensive acowstic
dumpring. The XMs arc biwireable und
the gold-plated terminals are comnmected
b & high qualdity crossover with
sabstantial internal cabling. The

Technotallk

Product Type:

Huvinis Ehaatee AW speaker sysiem
Driver Thpex

110mim bass/mid (all models)
25mm soft dome bweetor (all)
Froguency Raspaonse:

12Hz - 22kHz = 2dB (XM}

4THy - 32RHEe 23dB (XCZ)

B5Hr - 2XkHr =2dB [XRZI)
Power Handling:

25 - 100 Watls RMS (XM3 & XC2)

15 - 65 Walls RMS (XR2)

I pEclancn

See text
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Black & Mahogany [XM3], Black
(XC2 & XRI). Additional linishes
available on requesi

Magnetic Shimlding:

all models
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cTussvel s lealunes decent dquality
CONTIPOG RS, such &% nir-oored
mductors and polypropylens capacitors
All ol these X Serics speakers are fully
magnebcally shiglded and share the
mame 13mm woofer and 23mm tweeicr,
o provsde thal all emportand onsl
balance

The X2 i the smaller of wo centre
-Fh.'Jlkl."r'\ bt b5 el & sulstandial box Jt's
equipped with pot only mwo woolem, bul
ter HF s as well, 10 eliminaie amy
lagher (requency “sweet-spot” from the
centre channel. 11 oo fcaluwres !l;!ﬂq
gaadity mbermnal orossover and WrEIE
andl s alse [ully sooustically damped
Subsonic also pomts oul that aer T
per oenl of miormation n a home
theatre comes from the centre channel
& i's imporiant o get this one rghi
Thas bed 1o the XC centre’s malt posn
souree design, using rn||||:||1J|,' e IeE
1o creale & langer p-rn;-:m:-:j "wmin
windo . A Subssnic quate rightly
slates, “you wani the cenire sound 1o be
m hig & your piture,” The X Serics
centres all use what it calls "Complex
Field lJlr'-[.'lu spony [ R, & I|.'|.'hn||.||.u'
designed 1o create hirizonial and
vertical sound dispersion, regardless of
the listening position, This meams yomi
o't hawve 1o be sitting desad centre on
the soda i order 10 hear dinkoguee and
other centmally placed effects clearly

Bringing ugp the rear, the XR2
surrgumids have also received thelr own
faie share of design piention. Subsonic
nctunlly recommiemided !i\.l.‘:mﬂ_ﬂ; i the
fenrs wilth o subwoialer, as sabsub
combo to hear st Hew mscal thu_':.- can
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sound, | duly hooked them up @ such,
hefome: mounting them on the wall
Betdnd the gofa, and sure enough, they
mikc o lemic pair of sieren salellites in
thetr osn taght. The rears maintain the
tonad balance with the rest of the
wystemm, uung sdentical dovers as the
cenire and masns and they toss hanee
their fair share of guality componentry,
Iﬂl‘tlhl-il'lp the e, Hilernal wirnmE
and cabinet construction. The XHIx are
desipmed o be hung on the wall and
ithere’s & screw mosnting brackel on the
speakers’ rear. The tweeler’s located
Below the bass'midd dever and i you're
going o wall mount them, it's a good
e to gel them up fakrdy high,

For & mew seq of spoakers straghi
ol of the box, the collection didn'
mecdd o great desl of nemning in, Straight
from the off the X Serkes scttled nicely
into their AV role, Bass sounded lean
and well munded, midrnge open ad
exprossane and there™s no hint of amy
|I||,'.|I-r|: frequency harchnes, 'Withowi
anc of its own subs, | irned the X Serics
with and withoutl o Richter Thor
subwooder, maindy for use with Daolby
Drigital and DTS movie material. The
XM 3s e copable of & tght and very
tuneful bass, but o get the extension
meeded for action movies” dynamic
momenls, o decent sctrve sab is &
meceisary addition.

Lonnccicd o an Onkvo TX-DETYT
recever (reviewed pi-21), the
subsomics sound saperb, They present a
relatwely ensy amplificr boad, the from
thioe have a nominal & ohm load, the
FEirs &fe rated 5l & Hq'm:ﬂn'n::.'q. Tt
stwted, but judging I the case in which
the 1kwatn Onkyo deove the system,
s pretty gh

Theies one ward thal best describes
the sound of this X Senes collection -
anematic In a movie mie the fve
speakers combine 1o sound totally
cohiesive. The uniformity of ithe drivers
and the smoothness of their respomse
sefves 10 creale @ lush, powerfil
presentation, in which miwie sounds
huvie o renl sense of space in which o
breathe. The XM2s and X2 combine 1o
prowade excellent fromt-speaker dirive.

Chucking on an aldie, bui [antasie
scunding DV, the Dollsy Digital
rumirings of Evert Honzon have the
poiential o wpset woofers. The panning
spacectall shoty abwowe a slormy planct
are full of weight and presenoe amd on-
screcn movements fnom befl to right and
fromt 10 back are excellent oo, You get
a gemnne sense of bolky, meaningful



“There’s one
word that best
describes the
sound of this X

Series
collection -
cinematic. In a
movie role, the
five speakers
combine to
sound totally
cohesive. The
uniformity of
the drivers and
the
smoothness of
their response
serves to
create a lush,
powerful
presentation,
in which movie
sounds have a
real sense of
space in which
to breathe.”

presence ik the
camera first pins
ncross the huge
f.;m..;m-.lﬁ. The X |
Serwes’
soundstage is
deep and
impressively solid,
cspecially for
loudspeakers of
their price. and
for m slim pair of
Moorstanders,
there's an
ImMpressve
amount of bass

weight generated  with the best car chase since The italian Job, Ronin gives all AV

by thie AA s
With the active
sub turned down 10 a low output, the
XM3s generite decent low-level
response, especially when used with
straight music

In & real cimerma you bond o hear a
wall of sund (rom the froni becanse
the froml speakers are wdentical and
emerge from behind a uniform cinema
sereen. The same sort of effedd © e o
some degree with the Subsonics,
because of the driver uniformity and Uhe
dispersion of the XC centre, the middle
ground is so well covered, the mains
and centre present a particularly united
soni [ronl.

Ax for the rears, the XEls
contribute well from the back, 1 actually
mounted them on the sidewalls, behind
ihe lisiening positeon and as a resull
they filled in the “side’ gaps in the
soumndhield well o give greater credibility
oy front-to-back effects pans

Revisiting the excellent [NV ol
Ronin always makes for a fantasis AN
speaker sysiem test. The sccents and
dialogue-heavy scripl provide the centre
speaker with a challenge and 1o give all
(including the sub) a good going over,
bt '] can't beat the BMW v. Feugeol car
chase through the strects of Paris. As
the two cars Battle it out, there's a ton
of surround information coming from
all directions, and it hits hard, The X
Series proved adept al picking up and
mainiain the franthc pace, delivening the
tramssent effects with lightening speed
and agility.

When the lights come up again and
you famcy a bit of music, the XM3s are
happy to oblige. They sound precisc.
separating kavers of music inio cnsp
componenl sirands. Jaze, pop, disiscal,
it all sounds big and spacious with
plenty of encrgy and sam.
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speakers a run for their money,

Owverall, this Subsonic s2l-up 5 a
fabubous proposation for the home
theatre buver who wants on affordabde
systeen with an eve on hi-fi perbormanmss
o, Whether they're the best guality and
value budspeakers in Australia, 1l beave
Subsomic to lay clam 10 thatl one. AVL



